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725 Beechnut Lane, Martinsville, VA 24112 * Office Phone: (276) 632-5411

Website: www.foresthillspresbyterian.org

From the Pastor’s Desk:

Everyone likes to quote scripture! It’s sort of like, “if | quote scripture that gives me an authority that no
one can refute.” In a way it is very close to summoning up God and the Holy Spirit to support your particu-
lar viewpoint. And that comes very close to violating the fourth commandment: “Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Some branches of the Church of Jesus Christ believe that this means
that one should never swear an oath at a court of law. Next Tuesday (January 31*) | am going to court to
be a witness in a case. | am sure they will place a Bible in front of me and ask me to put my hand on the bi-
ble and swear that | will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. But | will do what | have
always done when called to court. | will ask the judge if | can “affirm” that | am telling the truth. It is a dan-

gerous thing to claim that your words are the truth and that God somehow backs you up.

Well, the same thing holds when we quote scripture to support our suppositions. One of the problems is
that we often times misquote scripture, or even worse, attribute sayings to the Holy Scriptures that are not
there. One example is what my mother used to say. “Wash your hands before you come to the table. Re-
member what the Bible says: Cleanliness is next to Godliness!” The Bible is often misquoted. Then again,
the Bible is often taken out of context. When people ask me why | have a beard | respond, Leviticus 21:19

“Thou shalt not round the corner of thy beard.”

A recent op-ed article in the Roanoke Times (January 23, 2012) by Dick Bauman warns us not to be so
hasty in our judgment of the Quran, without first understanding the ways that our own scriptures have per-
petuated the same violence toward others who are different from us, and toward women who both the

Quran and the Hebrew Scrolls and the New Testament letters relegate to lesser humanity.

And therein lies the message for us. We are so quick to judge others. We are so quick to judge religious
beliefs that differ from us. We are so quick to point out the speck in some other’s eye, when we also have
a few specks in our own. In the great battle between religions that some observers say is on the way, we
need to be sure that we know what our sacred texts actually say, and how they have been interpreted down

through the ages. Then, and only then, can we confront injustice and hatred in other faiths.

Ben Campbell Johnson, Professor Emeritus at Columbia Theological Seminary has written a little book
called: “Beyond 9/11: Christians & Muslims Together.” It is an insightful little book (168 pages). It would
make a wonderful study for a small group that really wants to explore the relationship between these two
near Eastern Religions. My door is open. If there are any who would like to sit together and explore the
book, please contact me.

Blessings to you all, Bob-Buttory Interim Pastor

Lent Begins on February 22. Ash Wednesday Service at 6 pm.

On the following Wednesdays during Lent, we will join with area churches and
meet for worship and fellowship. The service on February 29 will be held at First
Presbyterian Church at 5:30, with a simple supper to follow.

The schedule for the remaining services will be posted in the March newsletter.
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We are praying for... Praying for the homebound...
Mya Awad (Paige & David Lewis’ . Loren Brown
granddaughter) Libby McKee Betty Cowherd

Michael Carroll (friend of Sandy Helen & Hayes Shearer (Nancy . .
Martin) ( Dameron’s family) Roduskia Craig

Lisa St. Lawrence (Shirley Hooker’s Vera Fisher

Meralyn Clark daughter) Jack & Marianne Hankins
MLI('.e(’t(:lc;ers (Debbie Whitlow’s Elena Stephens (Ann & Gary Marth?. Ha.lrris
Phil Cusmano (friend of Tiffany & Cardwell’s granddaughter) Bob Hiltwine
Doug Lawrie) Dick.& Nam.:y Stine ) John & Jackie LeRoy
Durwin Joyce (friend of Teressa & Family of Mildred Turner (friends of Ralph & J.D. Lester
Mitchell Walsh) Walsh family) Betty Jo Martin
Beverly Lewis Keith Wingfield Peggy Powell
Dolly Lyford Shelton Scales
Mac McAllister Stuart Pannill Ward

Notes from the Session

Mitchell Walsh joined the church by profession of faith

Jennifer Whitlow Dennis has transferred her membership to Wrightsville United Methodist Church, Wilmington, NC
Marty Sherwood was elected Church Treasurer

Mitzi Dailey was elected Assistant Church Treasurer

At a recent organizational and planning meeting, the Session:

Elected Ron Ferrill as Clerk of Session.

Eliminated the Outreach and Evangelism Ministry and absorbed its duties and responsibilities into the other minis-
tries. It was felt that there was considerable overlap and duplication between the ministries.

Eliminated the Administration Ministry. Duties and responsibilities will be managed by an Administration Over-
sight Committee, chaired by the Clerk, with Christian Education Ministry Chair and Worship Ministry Chair as
other members.

Ministries will be

Christian Education: Lucy Moore, Chair; Bob Brown, Session Representative

Congregational Care: Nancy Coble, Chair and Session Representative

Fellowship: Teressa Walsh, Chair and Session Representative

Finance: Will Vaughn, Chair and Session Representative

Mission: Vince Stone, Chair; John Matthews and Nancy Dameron, Session Representatives
Property: Keith Carr, Chair; George Gutshall, Session Representative

Worship: Judy Matthews, Chair and Session Representative

Continue working to finalize the 2012 church budget. There is a shortfall between income (pledges, loose offering,
etc) and projected expenses (payroll, programs, etc). Those who have not pledged are encouraged to do so as
soon as possible so that there will be a clearer picture of anticipated income. To address any remaining short-
fall, there will be a need to consider cutting back on programs, utilizing church savings, or some combination.
The Session has committed to include a 3% raise for our staff in the finalized budget, in recognition of their
dedication and continuing service. It has been some years since they received a raise.

In recognition of the approaching end date for the current contract with Reverend Bob Button to serve as Interim
Pastor, Session and Rev. Bob have agreed to the terms efm@dth contract extension. As with the current
contract, the proposed contract will have a provision for termination upon-d&@80written request from either
party. The calling of a new minister will terminate the contract. Row Fervilly Clerk
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Christian Education Ministry

Christian Education at Forest Hills is always changing
and will continue to do so as needs within our church
family and community become apparent. We have re-
cently added to our DVD library and we will incorporate
these learning tools in the near future. Currently two
Bi ble studies are offered
Romans will continue to be examined throughout the
month of February on Sunday mornings at 9:45 in the
mult-pur pose r o0oom;
Grant on Tuesday
Second Letters to the Corinthians.
The Gathering has completed the On Location DVDs
and discussion, and we wi l
Nooma DVDs during February (see page 4). In the near
future, we will begin a new DVD/discussion study titled
Taking Responsibility for Your Life. Come and be a part
of the Gathering each Sunday morning at 9:30 in Com-
mon Ground. We need each other and we need YOU! If
you have any questions or ideas regarding Christian
Education at Forest Hills or if you feel like God is leading
you to be a part of our ministry, please let me know.

Lucy Moore 806-3576 or ltmoore5@embargmail.com

mornings

Pastor Bob

Finance Ministry

The Finance Ministry is pleased to report that Forest
Hills has received $287,472 in revenues through Decem-
ber 31, 2011. This compares to $276,551 in expendi-
tures for a net income of $10,921. Total 2011 pledges
were $16,769 more than budgeted and 2011 expenses
wete $2B8984Kess tharPhaidgéteil.s | woukl tike ® thank o
the congregation for their generous gifts in 2011 and
also let the various church ministries know that | appreci-
ate dhdirshare wosk tand grydend spendirign g 6 s
Asof l&@e0Janaany 20713, thé QessiorFis stillfite-tuaimgd
the 2012 budget and plans to approve a final budget at
the February 2012 Session meeting. Pledges for 2012
bae stilvhie made ihtigere is anyane whd waRte tb pleBige |
but hasndédt yet done so.
Thank you all for your generous support of Forest Hills.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or sug-
gestions.

Will Vaughn 732-7198 or w_vaughn@yahoo.com

Congregational Care Ministry

The Congregational Care Ministry would like to clean
up and clarify its prayer lists, both in the bulletin and in
the monthly newsletter. We are in the process of follow-
ing up with individuals to see who needs to remain on
our lists and who is ready to come off. You can help by
notifying the church office or a member of our ministry
when someone needs to go on the list and when they
can come off. We will have a special section of the
newsl etter entitled APrayi
berso so that we can pray
attend worship, but are otherwise in good health. Prayer
is such an important part of the care we provide to one
another i many thanks to all those at Forest Hills who
take this responsibility to heart!

Our next Congregational Care meeting will be held at
noon on Monday,
always, if you have suggestions for our ministry or know
of someone in need of care, please feel free to contact
me. We will love to have any and all join our ministry.
Nancy Coble 806-1475 or coblens@comcast.net

>
o ©

February 1

Worship Ministry

The Worship Ministry will meet at 5 pm on February 1st
in the multi purpose room. This will be an organizational
meeting to decide the best day/time to meet. ANYONE
interested in joining the ministry is more than welcome.
Arlene Dunn and Libby Fringer are organizing the Com-
munion Preparation Group.
For 2012, Judy Matthews will do Easter decorations and
Geri Ridenhour is in charge of Christmas decorations.
Calvin and Laura McGee have joined our ministry and
Laura has volunteered to be our secretary.
Emily Walsh will be calling all members to serve as
greeters for the coming Sundays.
W need someaone to be the Usher Le der rthe com-

y% | Sn'sure tl%'acf B 5} d atnd

Bffer to d8 this
Remember to put February 11 at 5 pm on your calendar
to come hear some beautiful music provided by Denny
and Fair Robey and Family in Common Ground. John
and | have two CDs made by this family and truly their

ces ewon erful. will be for sale. Following
(L cor@eart evelyOnd is i j}éd ?elé %d&ghettl Rer

brought to you by the Youth of our church. No tlckets
will be sold, but a donation would be greatly appreciated.
Marcy will fill you in more about the dinner. The Robey
Family will join us for dinner. Nursery provided. Judy
Matthews 638-8565 or jjmatthews@comcast.net

Mission Ministry
At its January meeting, the Mission Ministry cancelled the planned July mission trip to West Virginia due to conflicts and
low expected turnout. The May 13-19 trip remains on track. All members and friends are encouraged to join us for this

week of mission and fellowship. Blankets were purchased for distribution by Grace Network, a recurring mission for our
Ministry. If you have any old blankets that you no longer need, please give them to Grace Network or call Vince Stone,

who will pick them up.

Vince Stone 340-8231 or vince.stone@comcast.net
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Join the Gathering for singing, fellowship and learn-
ing: Sundays in Common Ground at 9:30

Share your faith the way Jesus did! Wherever he
went, whatever he did, Jesus started discussions about what matters most, because
for Jesus, God is always inviting us to open our eyes and join in. is a series of
short films that explore our world from a perspective of Jesus.

is an invitation to search, question, and join the discussion.

’ 3 7"‘““} ;
February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26
“Sunday”’ “Lump”’ “Kickball” “Dust”

1 Join the Adult Sunday School Class in fellow-
V3 ship and study of the book of Paul 8s L
E;/ the Romans, led by George Gutshall. They

W;gé meet through the month of February in the

multi - purpose room at 9:45.

Worship service begins at 11:00 in the Sanctuary.

Children join the adults for the

first part of the service, then

move to the Chapel for Kidstuf
following the anthem.

Nursery opens at 9:30

et
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Spaghetti Dinner!
Saturday, February 11
Forest Hills fellowship hall

Immediately following the Robey
Family concert in Common Ground.

Come join the youth of Forest Hills

as they serve you their specialty spaghetti sauces to

raise money for the  Teens Opposing Poverty ministry
and for their mission opportunity this summer!

Dinner is free, with donations greatly appreciated!

Movie Night
In Common Ground

Saturday, February 18 @ 7 pm
popcorn and drinks provided

Fleeing the evil Galactic Empire, the Rebels abandon their new
base on Hoth. Princess Leia, Han Solo and the droid C -3PO escape
in the damaged Millennium Falcon, but are later captured by Darth

ader on Bespin. Meanwhile, Luke Skywalker and the droid R2 -D2
ollow Obi -Wan Kenobi's posthumous command and Luke receives

edi training by Yoda on Dagobah. Will Skywalker manage to res-
cue his friends from the Dark Lord? 124 minutes; rated PG.
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Directory Update

2S INB Ay G(GKS LINRPOSaa 2F FAYFEATAYy3 2dz2NJ ySé Cl Y
thex through February 12 along with a red pen. Everyone is invited to view their family page and mgrk any
needed corrections in red. If you do not have a picture or would like to replace the picture we have, please
let Nancy Coble or Kaitie Lyford know. Nancy and/or Kaitie will be available after church to take youf pic-
ture. Or you may-enail a digital picture of your choice to Nancycablens@comcast.netAll changes

must be in by February 12 so we can go to print that week.

G C2NBaid 1 Affa tNBAGBRUSNRAIY / KdZNOKZ (GKS g2N)] 2F D2
seven (7) work groups that need your talents and skills. Over the next four weeks you will find descriptions g@f what
each work group does with a place to sign your name. What is God calling you to do for His Kingdom? You @re nevq
G222 2fR 2NJ (22 @&2dz/3H CKSNBE A& lftglea | LXIFOS FRNIGE

ship to read the descriptions and sign your name on the line. The chair of the ministry will contact you.
Nothing says you cannot serve on two!

! Men’s breakfast |
Saturday morning, February 8,at 8 am.

There’s a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex to give us an idea I
| of the number we will feed. You can also contact the office with your |

: information.
Forest Hills regularly receives letters of
thanks and gratitude for the contributions
we make in our community and beyond. Grace Network Executive Director Position - Grace Network is
Here is one we received following our Anggl | searching for a full time Executive Director. A copy of the job dg-
Tree delivery: scription is on file in the office at Forest Hills. If there is anyonelin

the Church who is interested, or knows anyone who might be irger-
G¢KS IAAFGa e2dz as estéd2pleads-gb by theofice gndasikiSloan for a copy of the Jop De-
really appreciated. She was very sur- scription. All applicants must have their resumes in by Februar

29",

-

prised. She is eight years old. Thank
you for being there so children of in-
mates have something from their par-

Tax Relief Possibility - The City of Martinsville offers a tax relief plo-
gram for elderly and disabled residents who are having difficultigs
Margaret Hensley|| | meeting their tax obligations due to fixed incomes. Information pn
WI T YAy S 3howmtg8dlifyifor relief is detailed in a letter from the Commis-
ANF YRY® ?{OgeN% Revenue, which is posted on the bulletin board. Appli pa-
tions must be completed in person at the Commissioner's office]in

the municipal building.

ents.

(al)
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Is an exciting worship environment for children through youth, with

singing and dancing and laughing and Bible Stories and crafts .

Children 4 yrs and up will go to the sanctuary for the first part of the wor-
ship at 11:00. After the anthem they will exit with Marcy Heffinger to go

to the Common Ground Chapel for  Kidstur .

Infants and children may go to the nursery, where there is nursery care on

Sunday mornings from 9:30 until 12:45.

Virtue for February in
Kid stuf

Honor

THE” A

5 ULTIMHT E

GIVIHG THE HIEHETDEEREE Of&HOHOR
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New season, new life

forest hillsyouth

February3-56 s ki At he Wol fo at Lake

We will leave the church parking lot at 3:30 on Friday the % and return
Sunday the %' by 4.

February 110 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser after the Robey Concert in Common Ground.

Youth will meet in the fellowship hall at 4:30 pm.
February 128 TOP leadership meet at 5:00 pm ; all youth meet at 6:00; place to be announced |
February 196 Yout h wi |l |l meet at Jake tiametdbe@mounced t J 0

February 266 Yout h wi | | me et & ttimeltd b= an@aumhcéde 6 s Ho u s e

i X

>
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TOP’s mission is to raise up an army of youth who are actively involved in the fight against hun-
|| ger and poverty, not just as an annual event, but as a regular part of their lives. Through TOP, the
 lives of youth and the people they serve, are forever changed. TOP is about so much more than its
| programs. Youth and the people they serve make real connections and form real relationships.

' Unlikely friendships are formed, hearts are changed, and the love of Christ is shared in a real and

| powerful way.

' Since 1987, TOP has trained teens to reach out to the homeless. In 2009 alone, over 1,100 TOP

. teens from 61 youth groups served more than 7000 meals to homeless people in Washington, DC,
' and in Richmond, Winchester, Charlottesville, Newport News, and Lynchburg, Virginia. They gave

and other needed items. In addition to meeting physical needs, TOP teens offer encouragement,

they can make a real difference in the lives of others and gain a greater appreciation of the material
. blessings they enjoy.

The youth of Forest Hills, First United Methodist, First
Presbyterian, and Christ Episcopal Churches have joined

forces to bring TOP to Martinsville.

éyn(

\,é“AT.O.P. Teens Opposing Pove

| out tons of clothing, thousands of pairs of underwear, socks, blankets, sleeping bags, shoes, toiletries ||

iiiiiifriendship and dignity to homeless people. The experience is life-changing for teens as they learn that

rty
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¢CKS 22YSyQa / ANDf Sa | NB HavingiaR
Mary Spirit ¢ Allowing God to Change Us from the Inside Out.
Please contact Nancy Coble if you still need a copy.

The Day Circle meets the first Thursday of each month at 10:0 | 4 \ |i“_'_“ x
hosted by various members (either in their home or in the multi | ""ll NIl
purpose room at the church). The Evening Circle meets the thi | s e o 2

Thursday night of each month at 7:00 pm at the home of Marial _—
Hankins (1219 Sam Lions Trail). R ARET

a g’ Y
s | Lavinar
r “'l. .

For February, the Day Circle will meet Thursday, February 2, in
multi-purpose room, hosted by Betty Muir and Joanne Swanda.
The Evening Circle will meet Thursday, February 16.

WEAVER

During February, the Day Circle will study Chapté&p#it Check) and the Evening Circle
will study Chapter 3T{visted Sisters).

All women are invited to join us whenever they can!
Please contact Nancy (coblens@comcast.net or 806-1475) if you have any questions.

:

S e e e S e e e e R S o S S S S S B e

Womends Prayer and

Fellowship

We are studying the controversial book

Bt Bk B et Rt

ROB BELL

A A
/JQ:\, f{}‘,\

O
/JQ:\,

| LOVE WINS by Rob Bell every Thursday

o
/JQ:\,

at 10:30am (except the first Thursday,

O
/JQ:\,

HEAVEN,

O
/JQ:\,

when we join with th

O
/JQ:\,

O
/JQ:\,

We are meeting at the home of Tiffany Lawrie,

e
/JQ:\,

LOVE WINS

816 Mulberry Road.
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Monday
February 13th
10:00 am

Childcare volunteers are needed for two age groups, as we separate the children by ages, with pre-
schoolers in one room and infants in another room. Volunteers should plan to arrive at the church
by 9:45.

We need volunteers to continue projects like this in our church. If you can't commit your time every

month, please let Jane Fitzgerald know the months you can help.
You can contact Jane at 340-5922 or janefitz58@gmail.com or contact Marcy in the church office.

Happy Birthday The “Knifty Knitters” meet

to our February birthdays!! L ey U T
until 8:30 pm. Please join

February 5 Paige Lewis us if you want to learn to

February 8 Katrina Joyner, Mitch Mitchell knit, or want to help us
February 9 Bill Martin with some
February 10 Amy Greer, Will Jarrett “knitting projects!”’
February 12 Julia Greer

February 13 Linda Mitchell, Meredith Vaughn
February 24 Sarah Walsh . _
February 25 Judy Matthews Large -print bulletins

February 27 Sandy Lyford r are avai|ab|e on Sun-

Please send the date of your birthday to P day mornings. Please

the offlce_ if you haven_tyet done so. We S ask an usher if you
want to include them in the newsletter

each month and in the new directory. @ > would like one.
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support during my recent mission trip to Sierra Leone.
I, along with 5 friends from Virginia Tech and our :
Deeper Missions leader, was able to spend 3 weeks
serving in the city of Bo at The Ebert Kukua School fofs
the Deaf.

q

Our primary goal was to help with the construction of 3 En-
viro Loos (solar powered, selbntained latrines) to protect

the ground water from contamination and also, to develop a
Master Facilities Plan for the school. We enjoyed working
and worshipping with those in the community and of course,
playing with the children!

To the right is a photo of the almost finished latrines.
Below, is our team with the school's director, Syl-
vester, and a Cassava Grinder we helped buy as a
source of income for the school. Cassava is a majo
staple food of the area.

This experience has taught me so much, much of which | am still di-
gesting. It was truly amazing to see people with abundant joy among
abundant poverty. And yet, joy like theirs is often difficult to come by
in our society where we have access to everything. | look forward to

classmates in your prayers as we finish our educations and seek to
serve Christ in all that we do. Yours in Christ, doslej@vt.edu

sharing more of my trip and experiences with you when | return to For-
est Hills. In the meantime, | hope you will continue to keep me and my
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Please include Grace Network on your list when grocery shopping

Primary Item: Applesauce (12-15 oz) —)

rockes

S Au Gratin

Additional Item: Boxed Potato Products

Questions? - call Grace Network 638 -8500 or ask our Forest
Hills volunteers: Elaine Button, Gary Cardwell, and Ron Ferrill

Grace Network continues to serve the citizens of Martinsville and Henry County, and Forest Hills, a founding congre-
gation, provides considerable support and involvement.

Volunteers - Each week, Grace Network is open six times, and each time eleven volunteers provide a variety of services for
clients. Elaine Button, Gary Cardwell, and Ron Ferrill serve as volunteers from Forest Hills, and more help is needed. Each
month, on the second Wednesday @ 1:00 PM, there is a informational meeting at the Grace Network office on Commonwealth
Blvd. Come and learn how you can be a part of this meaningful ministry, or let Gary, Elaine, or Ron arrange a special time to visit.
Food Contributions - Grace Network operates a full service food pantry to aid families in need. Sustainability of this food
service requires on-going contributions from individuals and churches. During 201 I, Forest Hills members provided 415 items
(398 pounds) of food - thank you! Every time GN is open, many families are supplied basic food needs; so restocking of shelves is
essential. To assure full shelves, founding church congregations, such as Forest Hills, are assigned specific food items to supply.
During February, our items are Primary: Apple Sauce (15-18 oz) and Supplemental: boxed potato products (mashed, au gratin, or

scalloped in 13 oz boxes). Please keep Grace Network items a part of your grocery list.

Financial Support - One of the primary Grace Network focuses is providing client families with financial assistance with basic
life needs - "keeping a roof over their heads and lights/heat turned on". As we know, these needs are ongoing and seemingly al-
ways increasing; so financial support for Grace Network is essential to allow this ministry to continue. Our church budget pro-

vides financial support, but individual support is also needed.
Grace Network serves as a meaningful part of Forest Hills outreach to the community.

Our ongoing support is essential.

FAIR TRADE

Mission Grounds| | n

[ ==

Gourmet Coftee | i

"The Coffee with a Divine Purpose”

We proudly serve this coffee in Common Ground and this is why...

1 They sell the finest gourmet coffee beans and donate all the profits to children

1 They import gourmet coffee from Costa Rica, Venezuela and other countries

T Itds a great way to purchase gourmet coffee and
9 They are supporting children and building orphanages in the USA, Venezuela; Russia; China;

Indonesia and Africa
9 They are a certified organic gourmet coffee

hel


http://www.missiongrounds.com/

Liturgists for February

February 5 — Judy Matthews
February 12 — Bob Brown
February 19 — Ron Ferrill

February 26 — George Gutshall

Ushers for February

Libby Fringer — Mike Hodges
Rita Hodges — Dean Jarrett
Dorothy Smith — George Viele

Communion Servers

February 5
George Gutshall — Judy Matthews

Greeters for January

February 5 — Sue Carol & Keith Carr
February 12 — Emily, Teressa, Sarah & Grace Walsh
February 19 — Jean & George Adams
February 26 — Helen Colvin & Libby Fringer

Sunday Schedule

9:30 am —The Gathering

9:45 am — Sunday School Class

| 1:00 am —Worship Service in Sanctuary
Children’s Worship begins in Sanctuary, moves to
Common Ground after Anthem

Nursery available

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
725 Beechnut Lane
Martinsville,VA 24112

Church Phone: 276-632-541 |
276-632-5904
Church E-mail Address: fhpc@comcast.net
Church Website: foresthillspresbyterian.org
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